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A Treatise on the Constitutional Limitations which rest upon the Legis- 
lative Power of the States of the American Union, by Thomas M. Cooley, LL. D. 
Seventh edition by Victor H. Lane, Professor of Law in the University of Michi- 
gan. Boston : Little, Brown <& Company. 1903. 

It is a pleasure to take up this book, firmly established as it is in the estima- 
tion of the profession, and, opening it at random, follow the fine literary style 
of its distinguished author in his treatment of the several topics which he dis- 
cusses. Perhaps no work on this subject is- as often quoted by the bench and 
bar of this state. The copy in the State Law Library shows the effect of the 
many hands which have held it, if not of the eyes that have perused its pages. 
A new edition, therefore, is most welcome. The editor states that no effort has 
been made by him to exhaust the cases reported since the last edition — that he 
has followed the course of "judicious selection" from them. If the principles 
are accurately stated, the cases illustrative of them can be found elsewhere with 
comparatively little labor, and a multiplication of cases to the same effect 
avoided. 

The decisions of the courts of Virginia receive their full proportion of atten- 
tion and thus the treatise is made a quasi-domestic one, with the side-lights 
from other courts which make it general, and as nearly as may be, uniform. A 
review in another law journal makes the mild criticism that the head-notes of 
this edition are not in black-letter. They are in italics, however, and quite 
distinctly indicate the substance of what follows. The fact that no change was 
made in the general style is doubtless due also to the natural desire of the editor 
to conform the work to the type of the original law-classic. At the most, these 
faults are venial, and only point out the general excellence of the work in style, 
substance and accuracy. 



The Art of Cross-Examination. By Francis L. Wellman, of the New York 
Bar. With the Cross-Examination of Important Witnesses in Some Cele- 
brated Cases. New York : The Macmilian Company. 1903. 

This is a valuable book for the lawyer's leisure hour. Among its most sugges- 
tive chapters are two on the Manner and the Matter of Cross-Examination; two 
others on the Cross-Examination of the Perjured Witness and of Experts (though 
of course no inference is intended to be drawn by the collocation of these 
classes); Silent Cross-Examination and Golden Rules for Examination of Wit- 
nesses. The author is himself a distinguished trial lawyer, and a comparison of 
his work in the Bellevue Hospital Case with that of Sir Alexander Cockburn, 
in the William Palmer Case and of Mr. Joseph H. Choate in the Laidlaw-Sage 
Case, must result favorably to him. Indeed it is somewhat difficult to see why 
the two latter cases were cited as models. The cross-examination of Eichard 
Pigott by the late Lord Russell before the Par.nell Commission is unquestionably 
a masterpiece and absorbingly interesting. The author is perfectly fair in ad- 
mitting that a large share of success in the art is due to luck and nothing else; 
that frightful risks are taken for the one chance in a thousand of obtaining the 
desired answer. Nevertheless, he synthesizes this inexact science as far as may 
be and gives the results in a form that old lawyers, as well as those just com- 
mencing the practice, will do well to ponder. He makes an earnest plea for 
the establishment in this country of the English system of barristers and solicit- 
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ors, urging that the field of the trial lawyer is peculiarly a special one into 
which the unqualified often enter to the practical ruin of their cases. The 
book abounds in homely truths, sound advice and pertinent illustrations. We 
extract one at random which will at least produce an echo in the memory of 
every trial lawyer of any experience: 

"Mr. Sergeant Ballantine, in his 'Experiences,' quotes an instance in the 
trial of a prisoner on the charge of homicide, where a once famous English bar- 
rister had been induced by the urgency of an attorney, although against his 
own judgment, to ask a question on cross-examination, the answer to which 
convicted his client. Upon receiving the answer, he turned to the attorney who 
had advised him to ask it, and said, emphasizing every word, ' Go home; cut 
your throat; and when you meet your client in hell, beg his pardon.' " 



